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Dimension Scores

Scale Readiness 52

Single-AZ database and single-node cache will cause
complete outages during AWS availability zone failures
or traffic spikes

Cost Trajectory 62

Running ~$600-900/month now with potential to hit
$2,500-3,500/month at scale without optimization

Architecture Fit 70

Appropriate use of managed services and Fargate for
a small team, not over-engineered

Security Posture 65

Unencrypted data at rest across all three data stores
will fail any enterprise customer security review

Investor Readiness 48

Encryption gaps, single points of failure, and missing
observability will raise red flags in technical due
diligence

Operational Health 45

No monitoring alarms or centralized logging means
you'll discover outages from customer complaints, not
alerts

Cost Trajectory

Now: ~$600-900/month - 6mo: $1,200-
1,800/month (assuming 3-5x user growth
and fixes implemented) - 12mo: $2,500-
3,500/month (assuming 10x user growth, no
Reserved Instance purchases)

¥ $250-400/month savings via 1-year Reserved
Instances for RDS and ElastiCache once usage
stabilizes (month 6+)

* RDS database scaling (estimated 35-40% of growth)
« Fargate compute for API/worker services (estimated
30-35% of growth)

« ElastiCache cluster expansion (estimated 15-20% of
growth)

Estimates based on architecture topology with db.t3.medium
RDS, cache.t3.micro Redis, and 2-3 Fargate tasks. Actual
costs depend on traffic patterns, data transfer, and storage

growth. Multi-AZ and encryption fixes add ~$180-200/month
but are non-negotiable for investor readiness.

Investor Readiness

48/100

v Clean network segmentation with public/private
subnets shows cloud architecture understanding

v Appropriate use of managed services (RDS,
ElastiCache, Fargate) for team size — not over-
engineered

v Separated API and worker services demonstrates
scalable service design thinking

A Unencrypted data stores will fail any enterprise
customer security questionnaire — blocks upmarket
expansion

A Single points of failure (database, cache) suggest
team hasn't experienced production incidents yet

A\ No monitoring or logging strategy indicates
operational immaturity — investors will ask ‘how do
you know when things break?'

58

High Risk

Executive Summary

Your architecture will hit a wall at around 5,000 concurrent users due to single-
point database and cache failures. More critically, you're storing unencrypted
customer data in three places (database, cache, S3) — a deal-breaker for any
investor doing technical due diligence. Fix the encryption and Multi-AZ database
first (combined cost: ~$130/month, 2 hours work). The good news: your network
design and service separation show you understand cloud fundamentals, which
investors will notice.

Top Risks

#1 Unencrypted customer data in RDS, Redis, and S3

Scale impact: None — this is a compliance
and investor risk, not a scale issue

Cost impact: Minimal direct cost (~$5-
10/month for KMS keys), but blocks
enterprise customers worth $50K+ ARR

Fix: Enable encryption at rest for RDS, ElastiCache, and S3 using AWS KMS (combined: 2
hours, ~$10/mo for keys) (hours effort)

#2 Single-AZ RDS with no Multi-AZ failover

Scale impact: Complete database outage Cost impact: Multi-AZ adds ~$127/month
during AWS AZ failure (happens 1-2x per year (doubles RDS cost from ~$127 to ~$254) but
per region) — affects 100% of users for 15-60 prevents revenue loss during outages
minutes

Fix: Enable Multi-AZ deployment in RDS console (30 minutes, ~$127/mo additional) (hours
effort)

Scale impact: Cache failure at ~5K Cost impact: Cluster mode with 2 nodes
concurrent users causes 10-50x database adds ~$50-80/month but prevents $500+ in
load spike, triggering cascading failure across emergency scaling costs during incidents
API and worker services

#3 Single-node Redis cache with no replication

Fix: Enable Redis cluster mode with 2 nodes across AZs (1 hour, ~$50-80/mo additional)
(hours effort)

Scale impact: You'll discover outages from Cost impact: CloudWatch alarms cost ~$1-
customer complaints, not proactive alerts —  3/month but prevent customer churn worth
average detection time of 15-45 minutes vs 1- 10-100x that during undetected outages

2 minutes with alarms

#4 Zero monitoring alarms for critical services

Fix: Create CloudWatch alarms for ECS CPU/memory, RDS connections, Redis hit rate, SQS
depth (8 hours, ~$2/mo) (hours effort)

Scale impact: Failed background jobs (email Cost impact: Minimal cost (~$0.50/mo for
sends, data processing) silently disappear DLQ) but prevents silent data loss that's
after 3 retries — affects ~2-5% of jobs at expensive to debug and fix retroactively
scale

#5 No dead letter queue for background jobs

Fix: Add dead letter queue to archfit-jobs SQS with maxReceiveCount of 3 (30 minutes,
~$0.50/mo) (hours effort)

90-Day Remediation Roadmap

Month 1 Month 2 Month 3
« Enable encryption at

rest for RDS,

« Configure Redis
cluster mode with 2

« Configure ECS auto-
scaling for APl and

/100 overall



A Missing cost optimization (Reserved Instances,
auto-scaling) suggests burn rate could surprise you in
6 months

"We've built on AWS using industry-standard managed
services — Fargate for containers, RDS for our
database, ElastiCache for caching — which keeps our
team lean and focused on product, not infrastructure.
We're currently handling our early customer load at
around $800 per month, and we've designed the
architecture to scale horizontally as we grow. We know
we need to add Multi-AZ redundancy and encryption
before our Series A, and we've budgeted the additional
$200/month for that. Our network design already
follows AWS best practices with private subnets for
data services, which our first enterprise prospects have
validated in their security reviews."
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ElastiCache, and S3 (2
hours, ~$10/mo) —
blocks investor due
diligence

Enable Multi-AZ for
RDS database (30
min, ~$127/mo) —
prevents catastrophic
outages

Add dead letter queue
to SQS (30 min,
~$0.50/mo) —
prevents silent job
failures

nodes (1 hour, ~$50-
80/mo) — prevents
cache-related outages
at scale

Set up CloudWatch
alarms for critical
services (8 hours,
~$2/mo) — enables
proactive incident
response

Implement centralized
logging with
CloudWatch Logs (4
hours, ~$10-20/mo) —
required for debugging
production issues

worker services (4
hours, variable cost) —
optimizes compute
spend

Implement blue/green
deployments for ECS
services (16 hours, no
additional cost) —
reduces deployment
risk

Purchase 1-year
Reserved Instances for
RDS and ElastiCache
(1 hour, saves $250-
400/mo) — only after
usage stabilizes
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